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TOP 5 QUESTIONS

Drafting Chairs & Stools

These are the 5 most commonly asked questions about drafting chairs & stools for commercial office
environments, with straightforward answers to help you make a confident, well-informed purchase
decision.

Top 5 Questions — Drafting Chairs & Stools

1 What height should my drafting chair be for my work surface?

The correct seat height equals the work surface height minus 10–12 inches — this positions the
user's elbows at or slightly below the work surface for a neutral arm angle. For a standard drafting
table at 36–42 inches, the seat should be set to 24–32 inches. For a counter-height surface at
34–36 inches, the seat range of 22–26 inches is appropriate. For a sit-stand desk at standing height
(typically 40–48 inches), the seat should be 30–38 inches. Always measure your exact work surface
height before ordering — if the chair's adjustment range does not cover the required height, it is the
wrong chair for that surface.

2 Is a footring really necessary on a drafting chair?

A footring is essential — not optional — for any chair used primarily at seat heights above 24 inches.
Without a footring, the user's feet dangle freely, cutting off circulation at the back of the thighs,
increasing hip flexor strain, and causing lower back discomfort and fatigue within minutes.
Commercial drafting chairs include an adjustable footring that positions the user's feet at a natural
resting height regardless of the specific seat height setting. The footring should be
height-adjustable to accommodate different leg lengths, which is critical in multi-user environments
such as reception desks, lab benches, and studio workstations where multiple employees use the
same chairs.



3 Can I use a regular office chair at a standing desk?

No — standard office chairs max out at 21–22 inches seat height, which is far too low for a standing
desk set at 40–48 inches. Attempting to use a standard chair at its maximum height without a
footring also leaves feet dangling uncomfortably. A purpose-built drafting chair with a seat height
range reaching 28–33 inches, a footring, and appropriate tilt for perching is the correct seating
companion for a sit-stand desk at standing height. For perch use at a standing desk, look for a
drafting chair with tilt capability — users at standing desk height typically adopt a semi-perching
posture with partial weight on the chair and partial weight on the feet.

4 What back height is right for a drafting stool?

Back height selection depends on session length. For sessions under 2 hours, a mid-back or even
backless stool may be acceptable and provides greater freedom of movement — useful in lab,
design, or art applications. For sessions of 2 or more hours, a full-back chair with adjustable lumbar
support is required to maintain posture and prevent lower back fatigue. In clinical and healthcare
environments where users spend extended periods at counter-height stations, always specify a
full-back drafting chair with lumbar adjustment. No-back stools work well as supplemental active
seating in rotation with a conventional chair but should not be the sole seating option for extended
work sessions.

5 What BIFMA certification should a drafting chair have?

Commercial drafting chairs should be certified to ANSI/BIFMA X5.1, which covers general-use office
seating including drafting-height chairs. This standard confirms weight capacity, structural integrity
of the extended pneumatic cylinder and base, and stability under load — all critical for
elevated-height seating where the center of gravity is higher than a standard chair. For healthcare,
laboratory, and education environments where indoor air quality is regulated, also look for
GREENGUARD or GREENGUARD Gold certification confirming low VOC emissions. Standard-rated
chairs support 250–300 lbs; heavy-duty commercial chairs support 300–400 lbs; bariatric options
rate 500+ lbs for healthcare and diverse-population environments.

Have more questions? Our office furniture specialists are ready to help.
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