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Fire is one of the most catastrophic threats to any organization's critical records and physical
assets. Paper documents, digital media, removable drives, backup tapes, legal originals, and
financial records can be destroyed irreversibly in minutes if unprotected. Fireproof storage —
including fire-rated file cabinets, fireproof storage cabinets, and office safes — provides a
meaningful layer of protection against fire loss and, in many regulated industries, is a compliance
requirement. This guide explains the rating systems, product types, materials, and specifications
necessary to make an informed fireproof storage decision.
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1. Fireproof vs. Fire-Resistant

The terms "fireproof" and "fire-resistant" are often used interchangeably, but they describe different
performance levels in a precise technical context.

Fire-Resistant

A product is fire-resistant if it delays the transfer of heat to the cabinet's interior for a defined period —
typically 30 minutes, 1 hour, 2 hours, or 4 hours in a standardized furnace test. Fire-resistant does not
mean the cabinet will survive all fires indefinitely; it means the interior temperature will remain below the
critical threshold for the rated duration.

Critical Temperature Thresholds

Material Damage Threshold UL Class Required
Paper documents Combustion at ~451°F (233°C) UL Class 350
'\H";g';‘;“c S (R Degradation at ~125°F (52°C) UL Class 125
Solid-state media (USB, SSD) Corruption at 150-170°F UL Class 150
CD/DVD optical media Deformation at 140-150°F UL Class 150

A cabinet rated for paper protection (UL Class 350) will protect paper in a fire but may allow interior
temperatures that destroy digital media. Organizations storing digital media must specify UL Class 125 or
UL Class 150.
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2. UL Fire Ratings Explained

Underwriters Laboratories (UL) is the primary independent testing organization that certifies fire-resistance
ratings for commercial storage products.

Interior Temp

: o -
Limit Duration Digital Media®

UL 350 1-Hour 350°F (177°C) 60 min YES NO

UL 350 2-Hour 350°F (177°C) 120 min YES NO

UL 350 4-Hour 350°F (177°C) 240 min YES NO

UL 72 Clees 2l (k- 350°F (177°C) 60 min YES NO

drop)

UL Class 125 125°F (52°C) 60-120 min  NO YES

UL Class 150 150°F (65°C) 60-120 min  NO ES (lmost

formats)

UL 72 Class 350 adds a 30-foot drop test after the fire test, simulating a floor collapse in a multi-story
building. This is a significantly more demanding certification. Always specify UL Listed products —
products making "fireproof" claims without a UL listing number have not been independently verified.
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3. Fireproof File Cabinets

Fireproof file cabinets look similar to standard filing cabinets but are dramatically heavier due to
fire-resistant insulation material (typically concrete-based compound, vermiculite, or specialized ceramic)
molded into the walls, top, bottom, and door.

Lateral Fireproof File Cabinets

Spec Standard Range Notes

Width 30-42" Most common: 30" and 36"

Depth 18-22" Deeper than standard due to insulation

Drawers 2-drawer or 4-drawer 2-drawer is counter height; 4-drawer is full height
Weight 300-600 Ibs 2-2.5x heavier than non-rated equivalent
CD:;apV;Eirty ?jg;fss/grlae\:: ~300 legal-size folders per drawer

Vertical Fireproof File Cabinets

Vertical fireproof files are narrower (15-18" wide) and deeper (25-28"), with drawers that pull out
front-to-back. Less common than lateral fireproof files in modern commercial settings but appropriate for
personal workstation filing in tight spaces. A 4-drawer vertical unit with 1-hour fire rating weighs 150-250
Ibs.
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4. Fireproof Storage Cabinets

Fireproof storage cabinets are designed for non-filing storage — shelves for binders, media, archives,
hardware, and general supplies — within a fire-rated enclosure.

Spec Range Notes

Height 52-72" Compact (52-55") to full height (65-72")

Width 30-36" Standard commercial widths

Interior Shelves 2-4 adjustable Steel-reinforced for heavy loads

Weight 250-400 Ibs Insulated walls add substantial mass

UL Rating UL 350 1-hour typical Some models carry 2-hour ratings
Applications

» Archive rooms storing bound records, deeds, contracts, and original documents

o Server rooms storing backup media (requires UL Class 125 for true media protection)
 Legal practices storing original client files and court documents

» Medical offices storing patient records (HIPAA compliance)

» Financial institutions storing original financial records (SOX compliance)

» Government offices storing classified or sensitive agency records
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5. Office Safes and Burglary Ratings

Office safes provide fire protection, physical security, and burglary resistance — a combination that filing
cabinets do not fully address.

Rating Construction Protection Level
B-Rated Min. 1/4" steel body, 1/2" steel door Basic opportunlstlc deterrence; entry-level
commercial
. M r rrence; sign ntr
C-Rated Min. 1/2" steel body, 1" steel door ode.ate o!ete ence; signed contracts,
negotiable instruments
UL tested: resists 15 min of skilled tool Insurance-grade; pharmacies, financial
TL-15 . .
attack on door/face offices, retail cash
TL-30 UL iesizet esiisis & min @ shlize] ioe) High-security; banks, financial institutions
attack
TL-30 x 6 All six sides rated TL-30 Maximum commercial burglary protection

Many commercial safes carry both a UL fire rating and a burglary rating, providing both fire protection and
physical security in a single unit.
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6. Weight and Delivery Considerations

The most under-appreciated aspect of specifying fireproof storage is weight. The insulation material
required for fire protection adds tremendous mass with direct implications for delivery, placement, floor
loading, and future repositioning.

Product Standard Weight Fireproof Weight Multiple
2-drawer lateral file ~150 Ibs 300-380 Ibs 2-2.5%
4-drawer lateral file 200-250 Ibs 450-600 Ibs 2-2.5%
Fireproof storage cab =~ ~120 Ibs 280-380 Ibs 2-3x
Office safe (TL-15) 80-200 Ibs 150-400 lbs Varies
Office safe (TL-30) 200-400 Ibs 400-800+ Ibs Varies

Delivery and Floor Load
» Most fireproof cabinets require a furniture dolly, pallet jack, or specialty movers.
» Always confirm whether delivery path is elevator-served or stair-access before ordering.

» Specify the final room and exact location before delivery; repositioning a 500-Ib safe is a major
operation.

o Commercial buildings are typically rated for 50-100 lbs/sq ft live load.

o Large fireproof installations in concentrated areas can exceed local floor load limits, especially on
upper floors.

» Position heavy units along structural walls and load-bearing lines whenever possible.

Page 8 800.460.0858



Fireproof Cabinets & Safes 800.460.0858 vaf!ﬁﬁgfﬂfﬂlfﬂff?gmom

7. Who Needs Fireproof Storage?

Fireproof storage is commonly mandated by law, regulation, or professional standards across many
industries.

Industry Regulatory Driver What Must Be Protected
. Bar association rules (5-10 year Original signed documents, deeds, wills,
Legal Practices -
retention) trusts, court orders

HIPAA — integrity and availability

of PHI Original medical records, patient files

Healthcare

SOX, FINRA, SEC retention

' Financial records, audit documents
requirements

Financial Services

Federal/state records retention

Government Original government documents
laws, GSA specs 9 9
Real Estate / Title Chain-of-title legal requirements Original title documents, deeds, closing files
Insurance . . . . . .
S . State insurance regulation Original policy documents, claims files
Agencies
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8. Water Resistance

Fire-related losses are not limited to combustion — the water used to suppress a fire frequently causes as

much or more damage than the fire itself. Sprinkler systems and fire hose water can saturate paper through
unsealed cabinet openings.

» Not all UL-rated fire-resistant cabinets are water-resistant — water resistance is a separate UL test
and listing.

« For irreplaceable original documents, specify cabinets with both UL fire rating and UL water-ingress
rating.

« Silicone gaskets, compression door seals, and sealed drawer perimeters enable water resistance.

o After a fire event, even water-resistant cabinets should be opened carefully — interior condensation
can damage paper.

» For the most critical records, consider a fireproof safe with both fire and water resistance ratings.

Page 10 800.460.0858



Fireproof Cabinets & Safes

800.460.0858

OfficeFurniture, 5" com

An Everything2Go.com Company

9. Lock Types for Fireproof Storage

The lock mechanism on a fireproof cabinet or safe determines how easy it is to open legitimately and how
well it resists unauthorized access.

Lock Type

Combination Dial

Key Lock

Electronic /
Keypad

Biometric

Redundant (Dual
Lock)

Characteristics

Mechanical rotary dial; no batteries; no
electronic vulnerability; slower to open
(30-45 sec)

Simplest mechanism; keys can be
duplicated (security risk); easy to operate

User-programmed code; easy code
changes; audit logging on high-end
models; battery-dependent

Fingerprint scanning; keyless convenience;
enrollment management can be complex

Two mechanisms combined (dial + key, or
keypad + relocking); safe remains closed if
one is defeated

Best For

High-security/compliance;
government applications

General office storage; lower-security
cabinets

Multi-user environments; frequent
daily access

Single-user high-frequency access
(e.g., daily petty cash)

Maximum security safes; financial
institutions
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10. Specifying the Right Fireproof Product

Use this decision framework to match the right fireproof product to the application.

Requirement Recommended Product Minimum Rating

Fireproof lateral or vertical file

Paper file storage — standard UL 350 1-Hour

cabinet
Paper file storagg — Flreproof lateral or vertical file UL 350 2-Hour
extended protection cabinet

Media-rated fireproof cabinet or

UL Class 125
safe

Digital media protection

?sl:(l;u-story building (collapse Impact-rated fireproof cabinet UL 72 Class 350
Office safe with fire + burglary

. UL 350 + TL-15 minimum
rating

Cash, negotiable instruments

Commercial safe (all-side

i UL 350 + TL-30 x 6
protection)

High-value / banking

Irreplaceable originals + Fireproof safe with water-ingress

water risk rating UL 350 + UL water ingress

Always verify the UL listing number on any fireproof product before ordering. Products making "fireproof"
claims without a verifiable UL listing have not been independently tested.
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Ready to Find the Right Solution?

Contact OfficeFurniture2go.com for expert guidance, nationwide delivery, and our Lifetime Warranty.
Our team brings 30+ years of experience to help you make the right choice for your workspace.

www.OfficeFurniture2go.com

www.officefurniture2go.com Page 13 800.460.0858


https://www.officefurniture2go.com

