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An L-shaped desk is one of the most versatile and space-efficient workstation layouts available
for commercial offices. By wrapping the work surface around a corner, it delivers significantly
more usable desktop area than a standard straight desk while fitting neatly into a room corner or
open-plan footprint. This guide covers dimensions, configurations, materials, storage options,
and layout guidelines to help you select the right L-shaped desk for any office environment.
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1. Why Choose an L-Shaped Desk

L-shaped desks solve a fundamental workspace challenge: providing enough surface area for a computer,
documents, phone, and reference materials without consuming excessive floor space. The two-wing
design creates distinct zones -- a primary work surface and a secondary return -- that allow users to
separate tasks such as computer work and paperwork.

For multi-monitor setups, the corner position offers a natural location for a primary display while the return
wing accommodates a secondary screen or reference documents. This separation reduces desktop clutter
and improves workflow efficiency.

L-shaped desks also make efficient use of corner areas that would otherwise be dead space in an office
layout. By anchoring into a room corner, the desk opens up the center of the room for guest seating, filing
cabinets, or clear traffic flow.

Key advantages of L-shaped desks:

* 40-60% more work surface than a comparable straight desk in a similar footprint
» Dedicated zones for computing and secondary tasks

« Efficient use of corner space that would otherwise go unused

« Natural multi-monitor positioning at the corner junction

» Better ergonomic reach -- more surface within arm's length

o Professional appearance for private offices and open-plan workstations
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2. Standard Dimensions and Space Requirements

L-shaped desks come in a range of sizes, but most commercial models follow standard dimension ranges.
Understanding these dimensions is critical for ensuring the desk fits the room and allows adequate
clearance for chairs, foot traffic, and door swings.

Typical Desk Dimensions

Component Standard Range
Main wing length 60" - 72"
Return wing length 36" - 48"
Surface depth 24" - 30"
Standard height 28.5" - 30"
Adjustable height 24" - 34"
Overall footprint 5'x5'to6'x7'

Notes

Primary work surface
Secondary surface
Measured front to back
Fixed height models
Sit-stand L-desks

Desk only, no chair clearance

Room Clearance Requirements

Always plan for clearance beyond the desk footprint. The following minimums ensure comfortable use and
compliance with safety and accessibility standards:

Clearance Zone Minimum Recommended
Behind chair (push-back) 24" 36" - 42"

Side passage 24" 36"

Door swing clearance 36" 42"

ADA accessible path 36" 44"

For a standard 66" x 30" L-desk with a 42" return, plan on a total room allocation of approximately 8' x 8' to
allow adequate chair push-back and a passage aisle on the open side.
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3. Left-Return vs. Right-Return Configurations

One of the first decisions when specifying an L-shaped desk is whether the return wing extends to the left
or right of the user when seated at the main surface. This choice is driven by room layout, door location,
and user preference -- not by handedness.

How to determine the correct return side:
o Left-return: The return wing extends to the user's left. The user sits at the main surface and reaches

left for the secondary wing. Best when the room wall or window is on the right side.

 Right-return: The return wing extends to the user's right. Best when the room wall or window is on the
left side.

» Reversible: Some models allow the return to be mounted on either side. This is ideal for flexibility
across multiple offices or for future room reconfiguration.

Before ordering, stand in the room facing the intended desk location. Determine which side the return must
extend based on where walls, doors, and traffic paths fall. Ordering the wrong return side is one of the
most common and costly purchasing mistakes.

Factor Left-Return Right-Return

Wall on user's right Preferred --

Wall on user's left == Preferred

Door on user's right Preferred --

Corner placement Check corner side Check corner side
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4. Materials and Finish Options

The surface material of an L-shaped desk determines its appearance, durability, weight, and maintenance
requirements. Commercial desks primarily use one of three surface types:

Material Durability Appearance Best For

Laminate (HPL) Very High Wide color/grain range High-traffic offices, open plan
Melamine Moderate Standard wood tones Budget-conscious projects
Wood Veneer High (with care) Real wood grain Executive offices, boardrooms
Steel/Metal frame Very High Industrial/modern Open plan, collaborative spaces

Laminate (HPL) is the most common commercial choice. High-pressure laminate bonds a decorative sheet
to a particleboard or MDF core under heat and pressure. It resists scratches, stains, and moderate heat.
Look for laminate that meets or exceeds NEMA LD-3 standards for commercial use.

Melamine is a lower-cost alternative that applies a resin-saturated paper directly to the core board. It is
suitable for lighter-duty applications but is less resistant to chipping and moisture than HPL.

Wood veneer provides a genuine wood appearance by bonding a thin wood layer to a stable substrate. It
requires more maintenance (periodic polishing, protection from moisture) but delivers an executive-grade
finish.

Edge banding is an often-overlooked detail. PVC or ABS edge banding protects exposed edges from
chipping. Commercial-grade desks use 3mm edge banding; thinner edges (0.5mm) are more prone to
peeling over time.

Common Finish Colors — What They Actually Look Like

Finish names on commercial furniture can be misleading. Here is what the most common options actually
look like in person:

Finish What It Looks Like Best Paired With
Espresso Very dark, near-black brown — like dark roast Silver/chrome metal, black
P coffee. Reads almost black in low light. accents

Charcoal Very dark gray — closer to black than brown. No ~ White or light gray walls,

warm undertone. Not a brown finish. silver hardware
Cherr Warm reddish-brown, ranging from honey-red Brass or gold hardware,
y to deep red-brown. Traditional/classic look. warm-toned rooms
Mahoaan Medium-dark reddish-brown, warmer and Traditional office
gany lighter than espresso. Classic executive finish. environments
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Warm medium brown with visible grain

Walnut character. More casual than mahogany.

Maple Brightens darker spaces.

Gray (various) Ranges from silver-gray to near-charcoal.
y Coastal Gray is lighter; Newport Gray is darker.
Clean, bright white. May show scuffs more than

L darker finishes — best in lower-traffic areas.

Light natural wood tone — creamy yellow-white.

Modern or transitional
interiors

Open-plan, contemporary
offices

White walls, modern office
environments

Creative studios, modern
environments

If you are adding pieces to an existing setup, note the manufacturer and finish name of your current
furniture. Finish names are standardized across most commercial lines, but exact shades can vary slightly
between brands. When in doubt, request a color description before ordering.
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5. Storage and Modesty Panel Options

Storage configuration is a key differentiator among L-shaped desk models. Most commercial L-desks
support one or two pedestal units -- freestanding or fixed -- positioned under the main wing, the return, or
both.

Pedestal Types

Configuration Contents Common Placement
Box/Box/File (BBF) Two supply drawers + one file drawer Under main wing
File/File (FF) Two file drawers (letter or legal) Under return wing
Box/File (BF) One supply + one file drawer Either wing

Drawers below + enclosed shelving

Pedestal + Hutch
above

Main wing or return

Modesty panels are the vertical panels that run along the front and sides of the desk, concealing the user's
legs from visitors on the other side. Full modesty panels provide a clean, professional appearance and also
add structural rigidity. Partial or open-front designs offer a lighter, more modern aesthetic but sacrifice
some privacy.

Hutch options: Overhead hutches mount on top of the desk return or main wing and provide enclosed or
open shelving. Hutches typically add 36" - 42" of height above the desk surface. Verify ceiling clearance
and ensure the hutch does not block overhead lighting.
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6. Cable Management

Cable management is essential for maintaining a clean, safe, and functional workspace. L-shaped desks
present unique cable routing challenges because power and data cables must travel across two wings and
around a corner junction.

Key cable management features to look for:

» Desktop grommets: Circular or rectangular cutouts (typically 2"-3" diameter) allow cables to pass
through the surface to below-desk trays or power strips.

» Wire troughs: Metal or plastic channels mounted under the desk surface route cables horizontally
along the desk length, keeping them off the floor.

» Corner cable routing: The junction between the two wings should include a channel or open gap that
allows cables to cross from one wing to the other without pinching.

 Leg cable clips: Clips attached to desk legs route cables vertically from the trough to the floor or to a
power outlet.

» Power module integration: Some desks include built-in power strips with AC outlets and USB ports at
the desktop level, reducing the need for extension cords.

When planning cable management, count the total number of devices at each workstation (monitor,
computer, phone, chargers, desk lamp) and ensure adequate outlets and grommet positions are available.
For open-plan installations, coordinate with electrical planning to ensure floor power is accessible at each
desk cluster.

Page 9 800.460.0858



L-Shaped Desks Buyer's Guide 800.460.0858 OfficeFurniture

7. Technology Integration

Modern office work relies on multiple devices, and the desk must accommodate them without creating
clutter or ergonomic problems. Consider these technology integration factors when selecting an L-shaped
desk:

Monitor Arms and Mounting

Clamp-on or grommet-mounted monitor arms free up desk surface area and allow precise screen
positioning. Verify that the desk surface thickness (typically 1" - 1.5") is compatible with standard monitor
arm clamps. The corner of an L-shaped desk is an ideal mounting point for dual-monitor arms.

Keyboard Trays

Under-desk keyboard trays position the keyboard and mouse below the desk surface, promoting a more
neutral wrist angle. Ensure the tray mechanism does not interfere with pedestal drawers or the user's
knees. Standard tray width is 20" - 26".

CPU Holders

Under-desk CPU holders mount the computer tower below the surface, protecting it from kicks and
keeping it off the floor where it collects dust. Adjustable-width holders accommodate various tower sizes.

Sit-Stand Integration

Some L-shaped desks offer height-adjustable options with electric or pneumatic lift mechanisms. These
models allow the user to transition between sitting and standing throughout the day. If height adjustability is
desired, verify that both wings adjust together and that the weight capacity accommodates all equipment.

Page 10 800.460.0858



L-Shaped Desks Buyer's Guide 800.460.0858 OfficeFurniture

8. Placement and Layout Guidelines

Proper desk placement maximizes usable space, ensures comfortable traffic flow, and creates a
professional office appearance. Follow these guidelines when positioning L-shaped desks:

Corner Placement (Most Common)

Placing the desk in a room corner is the most space-efficient layout. The two wings align with the two
walls, and the user faces the corner or one wall. This opens the center of the room for guest chairs or a
small meeting area. Ensure at least 4" of clearance between the desk back and the wall to allow cables to
pass behind.

Peninsula Placement

In a peninsula layout, one wing is positioned against a wall while the return extends into the room. This is
useful for offices where the user needs to face the door while keeping the secondary surface accessible.
The return can double as a meeting surface for visitors.

Open-Plan Clusters

In open-plan environments, L-shaped desks can be grouped in clusters of two or four, with return wings
facing each other. Add privacy panels (12" - 18" above the desk surface) between adjacent desks to
reduce visual distraction.

Lighting Considerations

Position the desk so that natural light enters from the side, not directly behind or in front of the monitor. A
window behind the user creates glare on screens for visitors; a window in front creates glare for the user.
Side lighting is optimal.
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9. Common Mistakes to Avoid

» Ordering the wrong return side (left vs. right) -- always confirm in the actual room before purchasing.
This is the single most common L-desk ordering error.

o Underestimating total space requirements -- the desk footprint is only part of the equation; add
24"-42" behind the desk for the chair and at least 24" on the open side for passage.

e Ignoring door swing clearance -- a door that cannot open fully because the desk return is in the way
creates a daily frustration and a safety issue.

» Choosing a non-reversible desk when room assignments may change -- reversible models cost
slightly more but provide flexibility for future office reconfigurations.

» Forgetting cable management -- an L-desk without grommets or wire troughs leaves cables draped
visibly across the surface or dangling to the floor.

 Selecting residential-grade desks for commercial use -- residential L-desks typically use thinner
surfaces, lighter hardware, and weaker edge banding that will not survive daily commercial use.

» Not verifying surface compatibility with monitor arm clamps -- some desk surfaces are too thin or too
thick for standard clamp hardware.

» Blocking HVAC vents or electrical outlets with the desk placement -- survey the room for vents,
outlets, and data ports before finalizing the layout.
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10. Ordering and Lead Time

Most commercial L-shaped desks are made to order — manufactured after your order is placed rather than

held in a warehouse. Understanding the ordering timeline is critical if you have a move-in date or office
opening deadline.

Typical Lead Times

Order Type Typical Lead Time Notes

Standard made-to-order 2-4 weeks Most commercial L-desk configurations
S:r::::—shlp TS 1-5 business days Select models and finishes held by distributor
Large or multi-unit orders 4-6 weeks Projects furnishing multiple offices

If you have a hard deadline:

o Order at least 4-6 weeks before the date you need the desk in place.

e Share your move-in date with your sales contact upfront so they can confirm lead time for the
specific item and flag any production delays.

o Ask about quick-ship models if your timeline is under two weeks.

» Confirm the delivery service level: standard freight delivers to the building entrance; white-glove
service places and assembles in the room.

e Plan for assembly time after delivery — a double-pedestal L-desk typically takes 1-2 hours for two
people.

www.officefurniture2go.com Page 13 800.460.0858



L-Shaped Desks Buyer's Guide 800.460.0858 OfficeFurniture

11. Buyer's Checklist

[1 Measure the room and confirm the desk footprint fits with adequate clearance on all sides

[] Determine return side (left or right) based on room layout -- or select a reversible model
[1 Choose surface material: laminate (HPL), melamine, or wood veneer

[]1 Select edge banding thickness (3mm commercial-grade recommended)

[1 Specify pedestal configuration: BBF, FF, BF, or none

[] Decide on hutch / overhead storage if needed -- check ceiling clearance

[1 Confirm modesty panel preference: full, partial, or open-front

[1 Verify desktop grommets and wire trough availability for cable management

[1 Check surface thickness compatibility with planned monitor arms

[1 Confirm the desk height meets user needs (28.5"-30" standard or adjustable)

[1 Request finish samples before bulk ordering

[1 Verify warranty terms for commercial use
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12. Our L-Shaped Desk Collection

OfficeFurniture2go carries over 1,900 L-shaped desk configurations from the industry's leading
manufacturers -- with every model backed by our Lifetime Warranty and free shipping. Here is a snapshot
of our most popular lines:

PBD Furniture -- PL Series (Most Popular)

The PL Series is our best-selling L-desk line, available in 10 solid finishes -- Espresso, Aspen, Cherry,
Coastal Gray, Mahogany, Maple, Modern Walnut, Newport Gray, Silver Birch, and White. Constructed with
thermofused melamine laminate over MDF cores with 3mm edge banding. Ships next day on most
configurations.

Model Size Pedestal Finishes
SKU 101-RFA004 60in x 60in Single (BBF) 10 options
SKU 101-JHA244 66in x 78in Double (FF+BBF) 10 options
SKU 101-YLAO040 72in x 84in Double (FF+BBF) 8 two-tone

Supplant Collection -- Designer Two-Tone

For offices seeking a distinctive look, our Supplant Collection pairs two complementary finishes -- desk
surface and pedestal -- in eight curated combinations: Coastal Gray/White, Espresso/White, Modern
Walnut/White, Aspen/Espresso, Modern Walnut/Aspen, Silver Birch/White, Coastal Gray/Silver Birch, and
Newport Gray/Aspen. The 72in x 84in double-pedestal model (SKU 101-YLA040) includes one File/File
pedestal and one Box/Box/File pedestal, ships with pedestals pre-assembled, and is fully reversible (left or
right return).

Also Available

Brand Specialty Notable Feature

Bush Office Furniture L-desks with sit-stand option Electric height adjustable, 27in-46.7in range

Corp Design Bullet-end and bow-front L-desks L.ow—glare USEEE | Em S, TEHERTEe
finishes

Martin Furniture Solid wood and veneer options Premium executive finishes

Every L-shaped desk on OfficeFurniture2go.com ships free nationwide with our Lifetime Warranty. With
over 30 years of experience outfitting offices across the country, our team can help you match the right
desk to your room dimensions, storage needs, and finish preferences.
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Ready to Find the Right Solution?

Contact OfficeFurniture2go.com for expert guidance, nationwide delivery, and our Lifetime Warranty.
Our team brings 30+ years of experience to help you make the right choice for your workspace.

www.OfficeFurniture2go.com
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