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The straight desk — also called a rectangular or standard desk — is the most widely used desk
form in commercial offices. Its simple footprint makes it the most space-efficient option and the
easiest to plan around. This guide covers every decision point: dimensions, materials, storage,
cable management, ergonomics, and placement so you can specify the right straight desk for any
workstation.
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1.  What Is a Straight Desk and Who Needs One

A straight desk has a rectangular work surface supported by two end panels or a frame, with optional
pedestal storage on one or both sides. It is the default desk form for open-plan workstations, private
offices, home offices, training rooms, and hoteling stations.

Straight desks are the right choice when the workstation requires a single, dedicated work surface without
the additional wing or return of an L-shaped or U-shaped configuration. They are also the most economical
desk type and the easiest to reconfigure as office layouts change.

Who benefits most from a straight desk:

• Employees in open-plan environments using a single monitor or laptop

• Training rooms and temporary workstations where simplicity matters

• Hoteling and hot-desking stations in flexible work environments

• Home offices with limited space

• Reception support desks and back-office administrative stations

• Any workstation where a compact footprint is the priority
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2.  Standard Dimensions and Size Selection

Straight desks come in a narrow range of standard sizes. Choosing the right width and depth depends on
the equipment the user will have on the surface and the room available.

Width Depth Typical Use Min Room Width

48" 24" Single monitor, compact workstation 9'

60" 24"–30" Standard single-monitor workstation 10'

66" 30" Standard workstation + reference area 10' 6"

72" 30"–36" Dual monitor, power user workstation 11'

Width: 48" is the minimum for productive desk work. 60" is the practical standard for a laptop plus an
external monitor. 72" is recommended for dual-monitor setups or users who work with printed documents
alongside digital screens.

Depth: 24" is the minimum commercial depth but forces monitors closer than the recommended 20"–28"
viewing distance. 29"–30" is the standard commercial depth and provides proper ergonomic monitor
distance. 36" depth is available for users with large monitors or who need space for documents in front of
the keyboard.

Standard height: Most straight desks are 28.5"–30" high. The 30" standard was set in the typewriter era
and is slightly tall for modern keyboard work. 28.5"–29" suits most users better. Adjustable-height models
with ranges of 24"–34" accommodate the widest range of users and comply with ADA accessibility
requirements.
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3.  Surface Materials and Durability

The desk surface material determines scratch resistance, moisture resistance, appearance, and longevity.
Commercial environments demand harder, more durable surfaces than residential use.

Material Durability Appearance Best For

Thermal Fused Melamine
(TFM) Excellent Uniform, many finishes High-traffic commercial

High-Pressure Laminate
(HPL) Very Good Wide finish range General commercial

Standard Laminate Moderate Basic finishes Light commercial, home
office

Wood Veneer Good (with
care) Natural wood grain Executive, private offices

Melamine Moderate Budget finishes Temporary, short-term use

Thermal Fused Melamine (TFM) is the commercial standard. The surface layer is bonded under heat and
pressure, creating a harder finish than standard laminate. TFM resists scratches, stains, and moisture and
holds up under daily use for years. Always specify TFM or "thermally fused" for any desk in a commercial
environment.

Edge banding protects the exposed edge of the desk surface. PVC or ABS edge banding in 1mm–3mm
thickness is standard for commercial desks. Thicker banding (3mm) with a slight radius feels more finished
and resists chipping. Confirm that edge banding matches the surface finish when ordering.
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4.  Modesty Panels and Privacy Options

A modesty panel is a vertical panel attached to the front or back of the desk, blocking the view of the user's
legs and under-desk area from the opposite side.

Types of modesty panels:

• Full modesty panel: A solid panel spanning the entire width of the desk. Provides maximum privacy
but reduces under-desk clearance and airflow. May restrict legroom for taller users (over 6'1").

• Partial / half modesty panel: Covers the center portion of the front, leaving the sides open. Balances
privacy with ventilation and legroom.

• Metal mesh modesty panel: Provides visual screening while allowing airflow. Common on modern and
open-plan desk designs.

• No modesty panel: Open-frame desks (legs only) provide maximum legroom and airflow but offer no
visual privacy. Common in training rooms and hoteling stations.

ADA consideration: Under-desk knee clearance must be at least 27" high, 30" wide, and 19" deep. A full
modesty panel on a 28.5" desk may reduce effective knee clearance below this threshold. Verify clearance
dimensions before specifying a full modesty panel on accessible workstations.
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5.  Storage Options — Pedestals and Drawers

Desk pedestals provide built-in storage directly under the work surface. The pedestal configuration
determines what types of items can be stored and how accessible they are.

Configuration Drawers Best For

BBF (Box/Box/File) 2 small + 1 file General use — supplies + hanging files

FF (File/File) 2 file drawers Heavy filers, records-intensive roles

BF (Box/File) 1 small + 1 file Compact storage, limited space

No Pedestal (shell only) None Training, hoteling, minimalist setups

Mobile Pedestal Varies (BBF or BF) Flexible/hot-desking environments

Pedestal placement: Single-pedestal desks typically place storage on the right side (for right-handed
users). Left-handed users should specify left-side pedestal placement. Double-pedestal desks have
storage on both sides and provide more stability for wider surfaces.

Drawer slides: Full-extension slides allow the drawer to open completely, giving access to the entire depth
of the drawer. Three-quarter extension leaves the back 25% inaccessible. Always specify full-extension
slides on file drawers.

Locking: Most commercial pedestals include a lock on the top drawer that also secures the file drawer
below. Confirm the locking configuration when ordering.
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6.  Cable Management

Effective cable management keeps power cords, data cables, and peripheral wires organized and out of
sight. Poor cable management creates tripping hazards, an unprofessional appearance, and makes
troubleshooting difficult.

Cable management features to specify:

• Surface grommets: Round or rectangular openings in the desk surface with a cover cap. Position
grommets near the back of the desk where monitors sit and at the side where peripheral devices
connect. Specify grommet locations at order time — drilling after delivery voids most manufacturer
warranties.

• Wire management trays: Metal or plastic trays mounted under the desk surface hold cables, power
strips, and adapters off the floor. This is the single most effective cable management accessory.

• Cable spine / vertical cable manager: A flexible tube or segmented channel that routes cables
vertically from the desk surface down to a floor outlet. Essential for sit-stand desks but also useful on
fixed-height desks.

• Modesty panel with cable pass-through: If the desk has a modesty panel, ensure it includes a cut-out
or pass-through for cables to run from the back of the desk to the front or sides.
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7.  Height and Ergonomic Considerations

Desk height directly affects user posture, comfort, and long-term musculoskeletal health. The correct desk
height allows the user to type with forearms parallel to the floor, shoulders relaxed, and feet flat on the
ground.

Desk Type Height Range Best For

Standard Fixed Height 28.5" – 30" Most users, standard chair

Adjustable Height (manual) 24" – 34" Shared desks, ADA compliance

Sit-Stand (electric) 22" – 48" Health-focused, active workstations

A desk height of 28.5"–29" suits most users between 5'4" and 6'0" better than the traditional 30" standard.
The 30" height was established for typewriter use, which required elevated wrist position. Modern
keyboard and mouse work is more comfortable at a slightly lower height.

ADA height requirements: Accessible workstations must provide a work surface between 28" and 34"
above the floor, with knee clearance of at least 27" high, 30" wide, and 19" deep. Height-adjustable desks
that include this range satisfy ADA requirements automatically.

Leveling glides: All commercial straight desks should include adjustable leveling glides on the legs or end
panels. These compensate for uneven floors and allow fine-tuning of desk height by up to 0.5"–1.0".
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8.  Layout and Placement Guidelines

Correct placement ensures the desk fits the room with proper clearances for the chair, user movement,
and guest or coworker access.

Clearance Requirements

Zone Minimum Recommended

Behind desk (chair push-back) 42" 48" – 60"

Side clearance (desk to wall) 24" 30" – 36"

Front of desk (visitor chair) 36" 42"

Door swing clearance 36" 42"

Placement in a private office:

A 60" straight desk in a private office requires a minimum room size of approximately 8' × 8' to provide 42"
behind the desk, 24" side clearance, and space for the door to swing open without hitting the desk or chair.
In rooms with a visitor chair in front of the desk, add 36"–42" in front of the desk for the guest.

Placement in an open plan:

In open-plan environments, straight desks are typically arranged in rows facing each other or in the same
direction. When desks face each other, the combined behind-desk clearance is 84" minimum (42" × 2)
between the back edges of opposite desks. When desks face the same direction, allow 36"–48" for shared
aisles running between rows.
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9.  Common Mistakes to Avoid

• Specifying a 24" deep desk for a workstation with a monitor — 24" forces the screen closer than the
recommended 20"–28" viewing distance. Use 29"–30" depth for any monitor-based workstation.

• Ordering a desk without specifying grommet locations — drilling after delivery voids most warranties
and risks cracking the laminate surface. Plan cable pass-through points at order time.

• Choosing standard laminate instead of TFM for commercial use — standard laminate peels and chips
under daily wear. TFM costs slightly more but lasts significantly longer.

• Ignoring edge banding profile when adding desks to an existing set — straight edges, 3mm radius
edges, and waterfall edges look different up close. Confirm the edge profile matches existing desks.

• Placing a desk in a room without measuring chair clearance behind it — the desk fits, but the chair
doesn't push back far enough for the user to stand comfortably.

• Selecting a single-pedestal desk without specifying left or right pedestal placement — the pedestal
side is factory-set and cannot be changed after manufacturing.

• Using a residential-grade desk in a commercial environment — thinner materials, weaker fasteners,
and lighter frames lead to early failure and void commercial warranties.
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10.  Buyer's Checklist

[] Measure room dimensions and confirm behind-desk clearance (42" minimum)

[] Determine desk width: 48", 60", 66", or 72" based on equipment and workflow

[] Determine desk depth: 24" (compact), 29"–30" (standard), or 36" (deep)

[] Confirm desk height: 28.5"–30" fixed or adjustable-height (24"–34")

[] Select surface material: TFM for commercial, laminate for light use, veneer for premium

[] Confirm edge banding profile and finish match with existing furniture

[] Choose pedestal configuration: BBF, FF, BF, mobile, or no pedestal

[] Specify pedestal side: left or right (match to user's dominant hand)

[] Specify grommet locations for cables — back center and/or back corner

[] Confirm modesty panel type: full, partial, mesh, or none

[] Verify ADA knee clearance if modesty panel is specified (27" H × 30" W × 19" D)

[] Request finish samples before bulk ordering

[] Confirm delivery logistics: flat-pack vs. assembled, white-glove availability

[] Review warranty terms — look for commercial-grade warranty coverage
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11.  Our Straight Desk Collection

OfficeFurniture2go carries straight and standard rectangular desks from leading commercial
manufacturers -- every model backed by our Lifetime Warranty and free nationwide shipping. Here is a
snapshot of our most popular lines:

PBD Furniture -- PL Series (Best Sellers)
Our best-selling straight desk line, available in 10 solid finishes: Espresso, Aspen, Cherry, Coastal Gray,
Mahogany, Maple, Modern Walnut, Newport Gray, Silver Birch, and White. Thermofused melamine laminate
over MDF core with 3mm edge banding. Ships Next Day on most configurations. Pre-assembled pedestals
save installation time.

Model Size (W x D x H) Pedestal Config Weight

SKU 101-JHA233 48in x 24in x 30in Single (BBF) 168 lbs

SKU 101-JHA257 60in x 30in x 30in Double (FF+BBF) 294 lbs

SKU 101-JHA256 66in x 30in x 30in Double (FF+BBF) 305 lbs

Also Available

Brand Specialty Notable Feature

Bush Office Furniture Sit-stand straight desks Electric height adjustable, 27in-46.7in range

Martin Furniture Executive straight and writing
desks Ships fully assembled, wire management grommets

Corp Design Commercial open-plan straight
desks Low-glare TFM surface, weatherwood finishes

Every straight desk at OfficeFurniture2go.com ships free with our Lifetime Warranty. With over 30 years of
experience outfitting offices nationwide, our team helps you find the right size, finish, and storage
configuration for your workstation needs.
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Ready to Find the Right Solution?

Contact OfficeFurniture2go.com for expert guidance, nationwide delivery, and our Lifetime Warranty.
Our team brings 30+ years of experience to help you make the right choice for your workspace.

www.OfficeFurniture2go.com

https://www.officefurniture2go.com

