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Bookcases & Shelving

Always wall-anchor any bookcase 60
inches or taller

A fully loaded 72" bookcase weighs 250-400+
Ibs. Without anchoring, it can tip forward from
impact, seismic activity, or someone pulling
items from the top shelf. Wall anchoring is
required by building codes and is a life-safety
issue.

Keep the heaviest items on the lowest
shelves

Loading heavy binders or boxes on upper
shelves raises the center of gravity and
dramatically increases tipping risk. Even with
wall anchoring, a low center of gravity is safer
and makes retrieval easier.

Verify per-shelf weight rating before
loading with binders

A full shelf of 3-ring binders weighs 40-45 Ibs.
Entry-level laminate shelves rated for only 30 Ibs
will sag or fail. Always confirm the
manufacturer's per-shelf weight rating against
your actual intended load.

36 inches is the practical span limit for
laminate without center support
Laminate shelves wider than 36" will develop
visible sag under sustained loads. If you need
wider shelving, choose a model with a center
support pillar or switch to steel shelving for
heavy-duty applications.

Specify metal shelf pins — plastic pins
break under heavy binder loads

Plastic shelf pins are adequate for light display
items but will crack and fail under the sustained
weight of full binders. Metal pins cost pennies
more per unit and prevent catastrophic shelf
collapse.

Match bookcase finish to existing furniture
by ordering from the same collection
Espresso from one manufacturer does not
match espresso from another. Even within the
same brand, different collections may have
slight color variations. Order bookcases from the
same series as your desks and credenzas.

Use low bookcases (36"-42") as room
dividers without blocking sightlines
Credenza-height bookcases define zones in
open offices while maintaining visual openness
and natural light flow. The top surface doubles
as an informal display or work surface.

Combine open shelving with closed lower
cabinets for the best of both

Open upper shelves provide immediate visual
access to reference materials. Closed lower
cabinets hide supplies, messy items, and
confidential files. This combination is the most
versatile commercial storage approach.

Confirm CARB Phase 2 compliance for all
laminate bookcases

CARB Phase 2 limits formaldehyde emissions
from composite wood products. This is the
minimum standard for commercial environments
and is required in California. Non-compliant
products pose indoor air quality risks.

Adjustable shelves are essential for
commercial use — avoid fixed-shelf
models

Storage needs change over time. A bookcase
with fixed shelves cannot accommodate
different-height items without wasting vertical
space. Adjustable shelves with 1"-2" increments
let you reconfigure as needs evolve.
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