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Mobile Pedestals — Pro Tips

1 Under-Desk vs. Freestanding: Choose Based on
Mobility Need

Under-desk (hanging) pedestals mount directly to the desk frame,
keeping the floor clear and eliminating caster wear concerns.
Freestanding mobile pedestals sit on the floor on casters and can be
repositioned to any location in the office — useful in activity-based
and hoteling environments where employees carry their personal
storage to their workspace. Choose under-desk for fixed workstations;
freestanding for flexible and shared environments.

2 Seat-Top Pedestals Double as Impromptu Seating

In benching and open-plan environments, seat-top mobile pedestals
(with a padded top cushion rated for sitting) serve a dual purpose:
personal file storage during work and informal seating for brief
colleague discussions. This eliminates the need for dedicated visitor
chairs at individual workstations in tight environments. Specify the
manufacturer's cushion accessory that matches your pedestal —
universal-fit cushions rarely align properly with specific pedestal top
dimensions.

3 Caster Locking Prevents Pedestal Drift

A pedestal that rolls freely under the desk creates daily frustration —
you reach for it and it rolls away. At least one locking caster per
pedestal is essential to prevent drift. Directional locks (wheel locks
that prevent rolling in one direction) are a practical alternative to total
locks for environments where some movement is desired. Specify
locking casters in your order — not all pedestals include them by
default.

4 File Drawer Capacity Planning

A standard letter-size file drawer in a mobile pedestal holds
approximately 80–100 hanging folders. For an employee who files 10
new documents per week, this represents roughly 8–10 years of active
filing capacity. More practically, the file drawer provides
immediate-access personal file storage for current projects and
frequently referenced documents, with older files archiving to a central
filing cabinet. Treat the pedestal file drawer as active-project storage,
not long-term archive.

5 Keying Mobile Pedestals with Desks

When purchasing desks and mobile pedestals as a workstation
package, specify a keyed-alike set — the same key opens both the
desk drawers and the pedestal lock. This simplifies key management
for employees and the facility, eliminates the confusion of multiple
keys, and allows a master key to provide authorized access to all
workstation storage. Not all manufacturers offer this by default —
specify it explicitly at order time.

6 Box Drawer Organization Tools

The box drawer in a mobile pedestal is prone to becoming a
miscellaneous catch-all for pens, paper clips, sticky notes, and small
office supplies without active organization. Drawer organizer inserts —
available in wood, metal, and plastic in configurations sized for
standard pedestal drawers — transform the box drawer into a
functional supplies organizer. Purchase drawer organizers at the same
time as the pedestal to use the full drawer from day one.

7 Matching Pedestal and Desk Finish Precisely

Pedestal and desk must match precisely — they will be seen as a single
unit at the workstation. Order both from the same manufacturer in
verified matching finish codes. Even within the same manufacturer,
laminate batches can vary slightly in color — ordering desk and
pedestal on the same purchase order typically ensures production
from the same laminate batch. Inspect the finish match before
installation.

8 Commercial Casters vs. Residential Casters

Commercial-grade casters used in office furniture applications are
rated for daily repeated movement across carpet and hard floor
surfaces under load. Residential-grade casters (common in budget
pedestals) have lower load ratings and thinner materials that wear
significantly faster under commercial use. Caster failure is one of the
most common maintenance issues in offices with budget pedestals.
Specify commercial casters — they're worth the modest premium.

9 Pedestal Height and Knee Clearance

Standard mobile pedestals are 24–28 inches tall. Verify that your
pedestal's total height (including any seat cushion if applicable) allows
comfortable knee clearance under your specific desk. Many
systems-furniture desks have a modesty panel or structural stretcher
at the knee space that reduces clearance height below the desk
surface's 29–30-inch height. Measure actual knee clearance — not just
desk surface height — before ordering.

10 Maintain Pedestal Rollers and Slides

Mobile pedestals require minimal maintenance, but periodic attention
extends their service life: clean drawer slides of paper debris and dust
annually, lubricate lock cylinders with dry graphite (not oil), and check
caster wheels for hair and fiber buildup that impedes rolling. A lightly
oiled slide mechanism rolls smoothly; a debris-clogged slide creates
resistance that feels like a quality issue but is actually a simple
maintenance item.
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